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SUMMARY: NDP DEMONSTRATION AT CHANCERY MARCH 12 IS IN EMBASSY 
VIEW A REFLECTION OF THE CONCERNS AND PRESSURES NOW OPERATING 
WITHIN THE ROK GENERATED BY RECENT INITIATIVES IN US FOREIGN 
POLICY. OUR TENTATIVE VIEW IS THAT DEMONSTRATION WAS SPONTAN- 
EOUSLY INITIATED BY NDP MEMBERS THEMSELVES AND NOT COORDINATED 
WITH ROKG. GOVERNMENT NOT UNHAPPY WITH OUTCOME, BUT CLEARLY 
ANXIOUS TO AVOID GIVING OPPOSITION IMPRESSION THAT SUCH DEMON- 
STRATIONS ACCEPTABLE MEANS PROTESTING ON POLITICAL ISSUES. 

END SUMMARY. 
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1 . THE MANNER IN WHICH THE MARCH 12 NDP DEMONSTRATION AGAINST 
THE WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. TROOPS WAS GENERATED AND THE REACTION 
FROM THE GOVERNMENT WHICH IT ENGENDERED SYMBOLIZES THE DILEMMA 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT AND ALL KOREANS FACE. EVIDENCE WE HAVE 
GATHERED HERE IN PAST TWO DAYS FROM BLUE HOUSE, POLICE, PRESS, 

AND NDP SOURCES ALL SUPPORTS THESIS THAT THE DEMONSTRATION WAS 
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PROBABLY SPONTANEOUS AND THAT THE ONLY COLLUSION WAS A KIND OF 
PSYCHIC COLLUSION GROWING OUT OF THE OPPOSITION S SENSE THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD APPROVE ITS MOTIVES. SEVERAL NDP OFFICIALS 
TELL US DEMONSTRATION WAS THEIR OWN IDEA; BLUE HOUSE OFFICIAL 
SPECULATED THAT IT WAS DESIGNED TO WIN POLITICAL CREDIT 
THROUGH EXPRESSION OF POPULAR VIEW. THE PRESS TELLS US IT WAS 
NOT NOTIFIED OF THE DEMONSTRATION BUT FOUND OUT WHEN THOSE REPORTERS 
REGULARLY STATIONED AT NDP HEADQUARTERS SAW PREPARATIONS, 
INEVITABLY ASKED QUESTIONS AND PASSED THE ANSWERS ON TO THEIR 
HOME OFFICES WHICH THEN SENT REPORTERS TO COVER THE EVENT. 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS MOREOVER STOUTLY CLAIM THEY WERE NOT 
NOTIFIED IN ADVANCE. 

2. AT SAME TIME BLUE HOUSE SECRETARY HAS TOLD POLCOUNS THAT 
WHILE DEMONSTRATION WAS NOT CONDONED IN ADVANCE, THE GOVERNMENT 
WAS "NOT CONCERNED" ABOUT IT. HE SAID THE DEMONSTRATION REFLECTS 

A DEEPLY FELT POPULAR SENTIMENT, AND HE AGREED WHEN POLCOUNS 
SUGGESTED THAT DEMONSTRATION APPEARED TO SOME TO BE NEATLY 
TAILORED TO SYMBOLIZE POPULAR CONCERNS HE DESCRIBED. 

3. AT SAME TIME WHILE GOVERNMENT MAY NOT BE ALL THAT CONCERNED 
ABOUT THIS VERY SMALL, CONTAINED DEMONSTRATION, THE POSSIBILITY 
IT AUGERS OF MORE AND BIGGER DEMONSTRATIONS APPARENTLY DOES 
WORRY IT. FOR TWO DAYS AFTER DEMONSTRATION THERE WAS NO 
LOCAL MEDIA COVERAGE AT ALL AND MARCH 14 THERE WAS ONLY ONE 
OBLIQUE REFERENCE TO IT IN SEOUL PRESS. AS OF THIS WRITING ALL 

NDP PARTICIPANTS HAVE BEEN RELEASED AND NO CHARGES HAVE BEEN 
MADE EVEN THOUGH DEMONSTRATION CLEARLY VIOLATION OF EM #9. 

HOWEVER, PARTICIPANTS ARE STILL UNDER INVESTIGATION, AN INDI 
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CATION THAT GOVERNMENT HAS NOT RESOLVED HOW TO DEAL WITH THEM 
OR ISSUE POSED BY DEMONSTRATION. 

4. IN SUM AS WE SEE IT GOVERNMENT S BASIC PROBLEM IS HOW TO 
SEND US A MESSAGE WITHOUT LETTING POPULAR FEELING ON TROOP AND 
OTHER US/ROK ISSUES GET OUT OF HAND. AMONG OTHER CONCERNS 
GOVERNMENT AWARE THAT ADDITIONAL DEMONSTRATIONS COULD SUDDENLY 
TURN FROM APPEALS TO US FOR TROOPS TO REMAIN TO PROTESTS AGAINST 
BLUE HOUSE POLICIES. FOR THIS REASON WE ANTICIPATE BLUE HOUSE 

WILL NOT PERMIT ANY SIGNIFICANT DEMONSTRATIONS TO OCCUR- 
FOR TIME BEING. IN LONGER TERM THAT POSSIBILITY CANNOT BE 
RULED OUT, HOWEVER. 

STERN 
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